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1. FOREWORD

“all because of ten metres

will never catch the Wicked, because those ten metres can never be bridged,
and even though this policeman might grab this clochard as the train thun-
ders into the station, in my eyes those ten metres are eternal and uncon-
qguerable, because my own attention only senses that the Good will never
catch flailing Evil, because between Good and Evil there is no hope, none
whatsoever.”

Laszl6 Krasznahorkai
(Detail from the Nobel Prize lecture delivered in 2025)

These words of the Nobel laureate Laszld Krasznahorkai eloquently capture our increasingly
challenging contemporary times. The systemic entanglement of wars and pandemics, climate
change and financial instability together with the collapse of the rules-based international order
has created a polycrisis that urges us to rethink how to strengthen legal and ethical norms. As
the rules-based international order is weakening, the fundamental principles of human rights
and bioethics are challenged by a wide range of political actors and multinational corporations.
This context left its mark on our work this year, and we sought to produce scholarly responses
and reflections on the prospects and limits of good governance at various conferences, in lec-
tures, seminars, and publications.

The year 2025 marks the 20th anniversary of establishing the Center for Ethics and Law in
Biomedicine (CELAB). We celebrated this occasion by the same intensity in our research, educa-
tion, and outreach activities as in any other year. And just as previously, in the academic year
of 2024-2025 our main research activity at CELAB was based on the Leviathan Project (its full
name is Taming the European Leviathan: The Legacy of Post-War Medicine and the Common
Good). This project seeks to reconstruct the development of a common European identity after
the Second World War, especially in the fields of public health and health care. In October 2019,
a multidisciplinary and transnational research team, in which | am one of the Principal Investiga-
tors, received the prestigious Synergy Grant of the European Research Council (ERC) to finance
our research for six years. The funding for the CEU team that | have the responsibility to build,
and coordinate is approximately 2.4 million euros for this period. The total amount of the grantis
close to 10 million euros - the maximum possible amount of an ERC Synergy Grant. The project
started in October 2020 and right at the beginning it had to overcome administrative hurdles
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posed by fundamental institutional changes - one within the European Union as a result of
Brexit, the other one within the Central European University that relocated to Vienna as CEU PU.

Interdisciplinary collaboration, the hallmark of CELAB, is also a key aspect of our ERC team.
What we have found to be most beneficial and intellectually stimulating was the effect of meth-
odological pluralism on our research processes. We expect that the findings of our research
will be groundbreaking as a result of working with previously unknown sources (such as the
personal archives of important figures in the history of medicine), and as significant intellectual
and professional alliances across the two sides of the systemic divide of the Cold War will be
revealed. Research on health laws and the public health regulations of the period has proven
to be novel, as has research on the post-war European development of medical deontology
and ethical codes, developments in pharmaceutical trials across Europe, and different levels of
collaboration regarding health communications across Europe.

Within the framework of the Leviathan Project Péter Kakuk, Barna Szamosi and myself con-
ducted a series of interviews with prominent scientists in the field of genetics, clinical trials,
and end-of-life decisions. Marton Varju dealt with the examination of state socialist varieties in
the constitutional regulation of the right to healthcare across the East-Central European coun-
tries (to be published in Europe-Asia Studies) and the developing legal protection of patients in
state socialist healthcare law (accepted by Journal of Modern European History). Viola Laszl6fi
examined archival materials on abortion requests in different periods during the state-socialist
times. Méaria Eva Foldes collaborated in the Risk and Health working group of the project, and
we published on the medicalization of death and dying.

We continued the so-called ‘Leviathan Lectures”: a series of events where invited speakers
can discuss their research on bioethical challenges in a historical context. The first presenter in
April 2024 was Jonathan Moreno (Professor Emeritus at the University of Pennsylvania, cur-
rently at the Johns Hopkins Institute), who gave a lecture at CEU Vienna based on his book,
Absolutely Essential: Bioethics and the Rules-Based International Order. In October 2024, our
invited speaker was Prof. Scott Burris (Professor of Law at Temple University), who discussed
“Legal Epidemiology and the Future of Policy Evaluation Research.” In November 2025 Gabor
Csikés (ELTE Historical Research Institute) gave a presentation with the title “Neurosis and
Society in the 20th Century: Whose Pathology Is t?”

Representing the Budapest team of the Leviathan project, Péter Kakuk and myself partici-
pated at the 37th Annual Conference of the European Society for the Philosophy of Medicine
and Health Care (ESPMH), titled “Bioethics and the Philosophy of Medicine after Covid” and
held in Manchester in August 2025.

Besides the Leviathan Project we continued to participate in projects that are not within a
European research framework. The International Academic Network on Bioethics (RUIB-IANB)
has been organizing annual workshops on various bioethics-related topics and the main pur-
pose of these collaborations is to apply a comparative perspective to the analysis of the select-
ed topic. Although the conferences did not reconvene for two years because of the Covid-19
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pandemic and its aftermath, the members of the network still worked together online on the
previous workshop proceedings. The papers presented and discussed at the workshops are
collected into edited volumes and almost twenty books have been already published with the
chapters written by the network members.

In 2025 the RUIB network developed a new book project based on our first workshop after
the break, held in Paris in December 2024. The book will be first published at the beginning of
2026 in French with the title Autour du Covid. Les atteintes aux libertés au nom de la santé
publique: panorama international (Regarding Covid: Infringements on Freedoms in the Name
of Public Health: An International Overview) by Presses Universitaires Rennes. We are planning
to organize our next workshop in Cairo in late 2026.

CELAB members also actively participate in the Bioethics Forum in Hungary. In 2025 the
annual meeting was held at the Faculty of Philosophy at ELTE in March. Barna Szamosi, Péter
Kakuk and | participated at the event. A special panel moderated by Anna Réz discussed the
issues of surrogate motherhood.

On March 14, 2025, CELAB held the annual UniStem Day at the CEU Budapest campus
with the active participation of students from various secondary schools. UniStem is the
Center for Stem Cell Research at the University of Milan, Italy, founded in 2006. UniStem
Day is a one-day international outreach event organized for high school students and dedi-
cated to the dissemination of the discoveries and findings of stem cell science and research.
The first international UniStem Day was held in 2009 and since then close to one hundred
universities and research centers have been involved in outreach and dissemination activities.
Every year some 30.000 students take part in the event. In 2025 our speakers were Andras
Dinnyés (BioTalentum Ltd.), who spoke about the clinical application of regenerative stem cell
therapies; Csaba Kerepesi (Institute for Computer Science and Control (SZTAKI), Hungarian
Research Network), who discussed the epigenetic clocks as artificial intelligence driven tools
to measure the aging process. The afternoon lab exercise related to the event was led by
Karolina Pircs, senior research fellow, researcher in the Neurobiology and Neurodegenerative
Diseases research group.

CELAB joined the initiative in 2017 and since then it has hosted the Hungarian UniStem Day
every year (except for 2021 due to the Covid-19 pandemic). As in the previous years, the 2025
edition of the UniStem Day was organized by Judit Sdndor and Marton Varju, and it focused on
the application of stem cell research in the field of medicine.

In May 2025 CELAB members participated in the CEU Budapest Festival with a panel dis-
cussion. The title of the roundtable was “Beyond Traditional Patient Information: On the Role
of Experts on New Platforms in Comprehensive Health Education.” The panel included the
bioethicist Péter Kakuk; Csaba Kéri, founder of the ‘Havervagy’ community; the obstetrician-
gynecologist Barbara Krauth; the immunologist Julianna Lisziewicz; the psychiatrist Péter Oc-
zella; the internist-gastroenterologist Richard Schwab; and myself. The roundtable discussion
was moderated by CELAB historian Viola Laszl6fl.
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The 2024-2025 academic year featured a wide range of publications, as well. Maria Eva
Foldes and myself published a comparative study on palliative care in the Netherlands and
Hungary, titled “Medicalization of Death and Dying.” Two other articles of mine also came out
in this period on the topics of “Biopolitics of Menstruation in Hungary” and “Hard Cases and
Parental Choices in Biomedicine.” At the end of 2024 L'Harmattan published my book on Bio-
ethics and Human Rights in Medical Biotechnology in Hungarian. Marton Varju published an
edited collection with Springer on The Challenges of Al for Law in Europe. He also edited and
published two further books in Hungarian with European Union law and policy in their focus.
During the summer of 2025 we initiated a book series with the series title Biopolitics, Law and
Ethics.

In January 2025 | gave a speech on predictive medicine in Dublin. The esteemed Laurence
Crowley Lecture at the UCD Michael Smurfit Graduate Business School took place on January
20, 2025. The lecture delved into the ethical implications of predictive technologies in medicine,
with a particular focus on their application in prenatal testing, cancer therapy, and biomedical
research. The Irish Times published a short interview with me about the event.

The annual World Congress for Medical Law was held in Istanbul in August 2025 and | gave
a presentation on “Reproductive Negligence.” As a Governor of this organization, | also par-
ticipated in the Meetings of the Board of Governors. We lost a dear colleague, Richard Sloan
Wilbur, M.D., J.D., one of the legendary members of the WAML who worked actively until his
death for this organization.

During this past academic year, we also engaged with artistic reflections on our current
polycrisis and participated in opening ceremonies of exhibitions and film screenings. At the
Budapest International Documentary Film Festival (BIDF) in January 2025 | served as a civil am-
bassador for an Italian documentary film on postmortem DNA identification (the title of the film
was Sconosciuti puri or Pure Unknown). Later in that month | delivered a short speech at Trafo
Cultural Center in Budapest to open an exhibition on hormonal regimes, including the hormonal
and chemical management of our bodies, and the relationship between reproduction and new
technologies. In September 2025 at the Vienna Independent Film Festival | acted as an expert
in the discussion of the screenplay Come Monday, which focused on the reaction of the family
to the end-of-life decision of a family member. The screenplay was directed by Graham Streeter
and was awarded the Best Unproduced Script at the festival.

Since September 2025 we have a young intern at CELAB, Livia Peth®, who is a high school
student from Székesfehérvar and also attends the prestigious talent enrichment program at
the Milestone Institute. We also launched a call for the Leviathan Summer University for stu-
dents representing various disciplines. We shall start working with them in February 2026.

CELAB maintains productive professional relations with the Democracy Institute at the CEU
Budapest campus, with the Institute of Advanced Studies, with the CEU Socrates Program,
and with the OSA Blinken Archives in Budapest and with faculty at the Vienna campus where
CEU PU operates. In 2025 Péter Kakuk and Barna Szamosi developed a course within the
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Socrates Program, and it was held in the fall semester of 2025. | also gave a public lecture
within the Socrates Program with the title “Narrative Bioethics: Ethical Examples and Lessons
through the Eyes of Patients.”

In December 2025 Viola Laszl6fi successfully defended her PhD thesis in front of an inter-
national panel. The title of her dissertation was “Biopolitika, orvos-beteg viszony és az orvosi
tudds térsadalmi szerepe az éllamszocialista Magyarorszadgon” (Biopolitique, médicalisation et
role social des médecins en Hongrie a 'époque socialiste). She participated in the joint program
of the Ecole des hautes études en sciences sociales (EHESS) and Eétvos Lorand Tudomany-
egyetem (ELTE).

Besides his contributions to various projects at CELAB, Marton Varju developed and is ex-
ecuting a smaller research project examining the experiences of the Hungarian medical Al sec-
tor - through semi-structured interviews - with compliance with EU Al Act. He continued to
teach his EU Policy and EU Regulatory Policies modules at ELTE Faculty of Social Sciences. He
also organized a webinar series on the legal dimension of EU accession and membership for
the Research Service of the Ukrainian Parliament.

Violeta Besirevi¢ continued her work as the Chief Editor of Pravni zapisi, a journal on legal
theory published in Serbian and English. Gyérgy Kovéacs organized and participated at several
events on medical law, including Fulbright Club held on November 28, 2025. The guest speaker
was Prof. Dr. Istvan Petak who is a physician-scientist and molecular pharmacologist, founder
and scientific director of Genomate Health and Oncompass Medicine, and one of the pioneers
of precision oncology in Hungary and internationally. The topic of the talk was “The Intersection
of Medical Innovation and the Digital Data Economy - Challenges and Opportunities in Preci-
sion Oncology”. Comments were given by me. Including the ethical and legal aspects.

Just like in previous years, we owe a lot to Krisztina Zsukotynszky, who is the coordinator of
CELAB, and who also works as one of the project managers in the Leviathan Project.

Further information on our activities can be found in our previous Annual Reports; on our
Facebook page www.facebook.com/Center.CELAB; and posted to the CELAB subsite of the
CEU website celab.ceu.edu.

Judit Sandor
Director of the Center for Ethics and Law in Biomedicine
(CELAB)
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2. RESEARCH AND POLICY ACTIVITIES

2.1. PARTICIPATION AND COLLABORATION IN RESEARCH NETWORKS

2.1.1. Taming the European Leviathan
(LEVIATHAN ERC Project)

Type of funding scheme: ERC Synergy Grant
Starting date: October 2020
Duration: 2020-2027

Participating Institutions:

Charite Universitdtsmedizin — Berlin, Germany
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences — Sofia, Bulgaria
Central European University — Budapest, Hungary
University of Hamburg — Hamburg, Germany

Principal Investigators: Volker Hess, Anelia Kass-
abova, Judit Sandor, and Ulf Schmidt

The Leviathan Project (Taming the European Levia-
than: The Legacy of Post-War Medicine and the Com-
mon Good) officially started in October 2020. It is
unigue in the sense that histories of postwar Europe
have usually focused on the divisions of ideology,
the competing economic systems, and the contrast-
ing political structures that separated Western and
Eastern Europe from each other. This project is dis-
tinguished by its multidisciplinary approach in which

the conceptual, institutional, and legal frameworks
of pursuing the development of common good are
going to be studied in the two sides of Europe.

Thus, on the one hand, the life sciences’ claim to
universal truth offers a privileged perspective beyond
the usual oppositions of ideology, economic and
political systems. On the other hand, medicine and
health care systems are socially, politically, economi-
cally, technologically, and culturally determined more
than nearly any other field of our modern life. The in-
novative approach of the project, which applies medi-
cine as an analytical lens, goes beyond its heuristic
methodology. Rather than merely studying postwar
Europe’s two halves separately, the researchers aim
to understand Europe as one. By reconstructing the
genealogy of common values and principles attached
to health and life sciences in Europe, we can develop
a better understanding of Europe’s present and find
answers to future challenges for preserving Europe-
an identities.

The Budapest Team of the Leviathan Project
took up the role of examining how ethical perspec-
tives and legal policies reflect differences and simi-
larities between the East and the West. One of the
most important elements of the research was to
conduct numerous expert interviews with senior
scholars, scientists, ngo leaders in the field of ge-
netics, reproduction, and health care, and biomedi-
cal research. Interviews with Judit Béres, Eszter
Csiszeér, Katalin Gruiz, Sadndor Kerpel-Fréonius, Gyorgy
Kosztolanyi, Béla Melegh, Zoltdn Merhala, Juilia
Métneki, Maria Judit Molnar, Zoltadn Papp, Katalin
Muszbek, Istvan Rasko, Ildiké Sidveges, Olga Torok,
Pal Venetianer.



2. RESEARCH AND POLICY ACTIVITIES

------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------

2.2. RESEARCH RELATED WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES

2.2.1. Post-War Bodies, Cold War Policies
- Leviathan workshop, Budapest

The Center for Ethics and Law in Biomedicine at
Central European University hosted a conference for
members of the Leviathan Project on October 3-4,
2024, at CEU’s Budapest campus. The multidisci-
plinary workshop, titled Post-War Bodies, Cold War
Policies, aimed to explore the social, legal, and ethi-
cal dimensions of post-war developments in health-
care and biomedicine, as well as their lasting impact
on contemporary healthcare law and bioethics.

Over the course of the two-day workshop, a di-
verse group of researchers presented their ideas
and research findings. The event provided an oppor-
tunity for inspiring presentations and productive dis-
cussions, fostering mutual learning and the develop-
ment of shared perspectives on both historical and
contemporary issues. These exchanges also laid the
groundwork for future publications emerging from
our comparative historical, social, and legal research.

At the conclusion of the first day, workshop par-
ticipants visited the Blinken-OSA Archives.

CELAB participants in this conference: Judit San-
dor, Méaria Eva Foldes, Péter Kakuk, Viola Laszl6fi,
Barna Szamosi, Marton Varju, and Judit Zeller

2.2.2. Infringements on Individual Liberties
in the Name of Public Health
- RUIB/IANB workshop, Paris

The Réseau universitaire international de bioéthique
(RUIB or International Academic Network on Bioethics,
IANB) is a Francophone network of academics and le-
gal scholars who organize annual workshop meetings
on various bioethics related topics. Bringing together
bioethics experts, philosophers, and sociologists from
18 countries, the conferences aim to apply a compara-
tive perspective to the multidisciplinary analysis of the
chosen field and to draw ethical, legal, and social les-
sons for managing future public health crises.

The most recent workshop, organized by RUIB
and the Interdisciplinary Center for Global Health,

focused on “Infringements on Individual Liberties in
the Name of Public Health” and it was held at the
Cour de Cassation (the Supreme Court building) in
Paris on December 12-13, 2024. The papers pre-
sented at the meeting examined how far the con-
cerned states went in restricting individual freedoms
during the Covid-19 pandemic.

Judit Sandor’s Crowley Lecture in Dublin

CELAB participant in this workshop: Judit Sandor

2.2.3. Ethics of the Predictive
Technologies in Biomedicine
- Laurence Crowley Lecture, Dublin

Judit Sandor was invited to the University College
Dublin, Michael Smurfit Graduate Business School,
to deliver the prestigious annual Laurence Crowley
Lecture on January 20, 2025. The presentation, ti-
tled “Ethics of the Predictive Technologies in Bio-
medicine,” explored and analyzed the use of increas-
ingly accurate predictive technologies in areas such
as human reproduction, cancer therapy, and biomed-
ical research, as well as the ethical challenges these
emerging technologies pose.

celab.ceu.edu
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Prediction has always been an important element
of medicine and health care. While traditionally pre-
diction was based on past experience and case stud-
ies in health care, today it is more future oriented,
dealing with various degrees of presumption. Com-
pleting the Human Genome Project opened up the
possibility of using a wide range of genetic tests,
of interpreting big data within biobanks, of applying
artificial intelligence in health care. Diagnostics has
become increasingly predictive, in pre-implantation,
prenatal, postnatal diagnoses, in applying laser di-
agnostic methods, and so on. The lecture sought to
raise thought provoking questions, such as “What
are the ethical challenges of using these technolo-
gies in health care? Should we reinterpret the stand-
ards of informed consent? What is the role of ge-
netic consultation today? How and to what extent
should uncertainty be communicated to patients?
How should digital health care be personalized?” The
presentation called for an integration of technoeth-
ics and bioethics in the rapidly developing field of
predictive medicine.

2.2.4. Body Image and Relationship to the Body
in Health and lliness - ELTE Institute of
Philosophy workshop, Budapest

The event “Body Image and Relationship to the
Body in Health and Illness” took place on February 7,
2025, at the ELTE Faculty of Psychology. As part of
the program, Judit Sandor delivered a lecture titled
“Legal Dilemmas of Bodily Autonomy,” addressing
the legal and ethical challenges surrounding self-
determination over one’s body in contexts of health
and illness.

CELAB participant in this workshop: Judit Sandor

2.2.5. Public Bioethics - Bioethics Forum and
ELTE workshop, Budapest

The Public Bioethics Workshop is an annual event of
the Bioethics Forum organized in collaboration with
the ELTE Institute of Philosophy, and it is open to all
interested in bioethics, applied ethics, and philosophy.
This year's workshop was held on March 13, 2025,

in Budapest and focused on initiatives that promote
public dialogue on bioethical issues in Hungary, includ-
ing podcasts, cafés, film clubs, and journalistic pro-
jects. The program featured a joint discussion on pub-
lic versus expert bioethical discourses and concluded
with a roundtable on surrogacy.

Péter Kakuk gave a presentation on the Socrates
Program at CEU Budapest. Judit Sandor, together with
Agnes Basthy and Gergely Tari, took part in a roundta-
ble discussion on surrogacy chaired by Anna Réz.

CELAB participants in this workshop: Judit Sandor
and Peter Kakuk

2.2.6. Law and Diversity in European History
- GRACEH conference, Vienna

Viola Laszl6fi, a junior researcher at CEU CELAB, pre-
sented her paper titled “Competing Medical Profes-
sional and Legal Norms in State-Socialist Healthcare
in Hungary in the 1950s-1960s” at the The 19th
Annual Graduate Conference on European History
(GRACEH) on Law and Diversity in European History,
held on April 7-9, 2025, at the University of Vienna
and online. Her presentation examined how legal
and professional frameworks shaped the implemen-
tation of universal healthcare in Hungary, highlight-
ing tensions between ideological goals, legal regu-
lation, and everyday healthcare practice within the
state-socialist system.

GRACEH 2025 offers a platform to explore the
complex interplay between legal systems and the di-
verse social fabric of Europe across different histori-
cal spaces and periods. Europe’s rich cultural, ethnic,
and religious diversity has shaped numerous legal
traditions, often oscillating between integration and
exclusion. This year’'s conference sought to examine
the interaction between legal structures and social
diversity as well as the role of law in promoting or
suppressing diversity from a historical perspective. In
this context, diversity can be understood as a variety
of identities, social groups and cultural backgrounds.
It includes among other aspects, differences in terms
of encompassing gender, ethnicity, religion, sexual
orientation, social class, and disabilities.

CELAB participant in this conference: Viola Laszl|o6fi
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Barna Szamosi at the Nordic Medical History Con-
gress

2.2.7. Health and Medicine under Pressure:
Conflicts, Controversies and Collaborations
- Nordic Medical History Congress, Lund

The 29th Nordic Medical History Congress took take
place from April 23-25, 2025 in Lund, Sweden.
Under the theme “Health and Medicine under Pres-
sure: Conflicts, Controversies and Collaborations”,
the congress explored how individuals and societal
structures have shaped health and medicine dur-
ing times of crisis. Focusing on both collaboration
and competition among actors such as researchers,
healthcare professionals, policymakers, and patient
organizations, the event aimed to highlight how
these dynamics have either advanced or hindered
developments in health and medicine. Barna Szamo-
si presentation, titled “Knowledge Transfer between
East and West. The Influences of Western Medical
Genetics in Shaping Genetic Counseling in State So-
cialist Hungary” focused on how Danish medical ge-
netics contributed to the development of its Hungar-
ian counterpart in the 1960s.

CELAB participant in this congress: Barna Szamosi

2.2.8. Risk, Health, and State Socialism:
Central and Eastern Europe, 1950s-1980s
- Leviathan workshop, Berlin

The workshop “Risk, Health, and State Socialism:
Central and Eastern Europe, 1950s-1980s"” was
held on May 5, 2025, at the Institute for the His-
tory of Medicine and Ethics in Medicine, Charité -

Maria Eva Féldes (left) and the Members of the Levi-
athan Working Group

Universitdtsmedizin Berlin. Organized within the
ERC-funded Leviathan Project, the event brought to-
gether historians and scholars of medicine, law, and
social policy to examine how health risks were iden-
tified, managed, and represented in state-socialist
societies. Through case studies from across Central
and Eastern Europe, the workshop explored topics
such as occupational health, mental health, nutri-
tion, reproductive practices, HIV/AIDS prevention,
and cultural representations of risk, highlighting the
complex interplay between medical expertise, state
planning, legal regulation, and everyday life under
socialism. On behalf of the CELAB research team
Maria Eva Foéldes took part in this workshop as the
Hungarian member of the Leviathan Working Group
on Risks and Health.

CELAB participant in this workshop: Méria Eva Foldes

2.2.9. Pregnant Women's Participation
in Clinical Trials - conference, Vienna

Judit Sandor was invited to take part in the 13th
International Conference on Reproduction, Preg-
nancy and Rheumatic Diseases, held in Vienna from
May 8-10, 2025. Her presentation, titled “Pregnant
Women's Participation in Clinical Trials,” was on the
development of bioethical and legal norms related to
women’s participation in research. She emphasized
that sex and gender are important determinants of
health and gender specific data are relevant in medi-
cal research. Prof. Sandor highlighted the impor-
tance of the Thalidomide tragedy in the turn towards
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Judit Sandor and the Conference Participants in Vi-
enna

more cautious attitudes in clinical research. She also
argued that leaving women, and especially pregnant
women, out of clinical trials lead to the lack of cru-
cial data about how women respond differently to
innovations in biomedical research. Moreover, the
exclusion of women from medical research is based
on human rights violations that occurred in the lack
of proper risk assessment and ethics review. As a
result, many current clinical guidelines are still based
on research in which women were underrepresented

It was a rare occasion that the participants of an
international conference were predominantly wom-
en, mostly doctors from different professions.

CELAB participant in this conference: Judit Sandor

2.2.10. Disability Justice in Places Where
Disability Rights Do Not Work
- lecture, Budapest

Stephen Meyers, Director of the Center for Global
Studies and Associate Professor at the University
of Washington, presented his paper “Disability Jus-
tice in Places Where Disability Rights Do Not Work:
Case Studies from Nicaragua and US Prisons” at the
Democracy Institute of CEU Budapest. His talk ex-
plored how the disability rights movement, rooted in
North American and Western European concepts of
independence and civil rights, has struggled to take
hold in weak or illiberal states. Using case studies
from Central America and US prisons, Meyers dem-
onstrated how people with disabilities have pursued

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

alternative forms of justice based on communitarian
norms and interdependent relationships when for-
mal rights protections fail. The discussion was led
by Judit Sandor, founding director of the Center for
Ethics and Law in Biomedicine (CELAB).

CELAB participant in this lecture: Judit Sandor

2.2.11. Individual Autonomy, Fundamental
Rights, and Institutional Safeguards
- ICON-S Symposium, Budapest

The Central and Eastern European Chapter of the In-
ternational Society of Public Law (ICON-S) organized
its 2025 annual conference at the Faculty of Law,
E6tvos Lordnd University (ELTE), Budapest. The
conference was convened by Bernadette Somody,
Zoltdn Pozsar-Szentmiklosy, Gabor Kajtar, Krisztina
Rozsnyai, Barbara Havelkovad and Silvia Suteu and
took place on May 29-30, 2025.

The keynote panel discussion addressed the main
theme of the conference from different perspectives.
Judit S&ndor (CELAB, Budapest and CEU, Vienna),
with her lecture titled “Personal Autonomy in Bio-
ethics and in Human Rights,” focused on the issue
of autonomous end-of-life decisions in a European
context. Katalin Sulyok (ELTE, Budapest) presented
the dilemmas related to national and international
judicial cases involving “future generations.” Paloma
Krodt Tupay (University of Tartu, Estonia) analyzed
the impact of artificial intelligence on the exercise
and protection of fundamental rights.

CELAB participant in this symposium: Judit Sdndor

Judit Sandor at the ICON-s Symposium
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2.2.12. World Congress for Medical Law
- Istanbul

The 29th World Congress for Medical Law was held
in Istanbul on August 4-8, 2025. As part of the con-
gress program, Judit Sandor delivered a presenta-
tion titled “Reproductive Negligence,” addressing le-
gal and ethical issues related to responsibility, rights,
and accountability in the context of reproductive
health and medical practice. In medical research and
practice the processes of medicalizing reproduction
and childbirth repeatedly result in the ignorance and
negligence of its social and emotional components.
In particular, women’s health needs are oftentimes
not taken seriously, especially when their symp-
toms appear different than men’s. Chronic pain is
more prevalent among women, who often live with
more severe, frequent, or prolonged forms of pain.
From the faulty pelvic mesh implants to the hormo-
nal treatment of women in assisted reproduction,
and to enforcing or denying reproduction among
certain groups, there is a wide range of scenarios
that may constitute some form of reproductive neg-
ligence. What distinguishes reproductive negligence
from other forms of negligence is that harm is ex-
perienced not just physically but also as some deep
emotional loss or stigma. Moreover, the causes of
reproductive negligence may not only be medical
error, misdiagnosis, or wrongful treatment but also
ignorance of the wide range of personal elements
and individual meanings of human reproduction. The
presentation analyzed gender bias in reproductive

medicine through the lens of malpractice cases from
different jurisdictions.

CELAB participant in this conference: Judit Sandor

2.2.13. Bioethics and philosophy of medicine
after COVID - ESPMH Conference,
Manchester

The 37th ESPMH Conference, titled “Bioethics and
Philosophy of Medicine after COVID” was held in
Manchester, UK, from August 13-16, 2025.

At the conference, Judit Sandor delivered a pres-
entation titled “The Role of Bioethics in Time of Poly-
crisis,” reflecting on the challenges and responsibili-
ties of bioethics in the context of overlapping global
crises affecting medicine and healthcare. There are
important regulatory moments when after a crisis,
a catastrophe, or a pandemic there is an openness
to the reconsideration and reaffirmation of basic
ethical and legal norms and to reaching a consensus.
The Nazi German experimentations, the thalidomide
scandal, the Chernobyl disaster, and the 9/11 at-
tack were all tragedies that urged the global com-
munity to agree on basic ethical norms. The Covid
pandemic exposed the vulnerability of humankind
and presented many ethical challenges that required
swift response with many unprecedented measures.
There could have been a strong force behind the re-
affirmation of the right to health as it became evi-
dent that there is a need for better accessibility to
health care services everywhere around the world.

celab.ceu.edu



celab.ceu.edu

ceccccccccce

-----------------------------------------------------------

Judit Sandor at the ESPMH Conference in Manchester

But, instead of taking advantage of the opportunity
to draw lessons from the pandemic, new political cri-
ses emerged, and wars broke out.

Today we face environmental, social, and politi-
cal challenges that do not have clear solutions. This
polycrisis creates a more pervasive and longer last-
ing state of instability. As the rule of law is gradually
replaced by the “rule by law” in many parts of the
world, the shared values enshrined in international
law and court decisions are ignored, and the univer-
sal norms of bioethics are questioned or simply ne-
glected. In this context of polycrisis that divides the
world in many ways, where the rule of law is shaken,
where multilateral agreements and supranational
organizations, such as the United Nations system
are weakened, can we still agree on basic bioethi-
cal norms? It seems that we should revisit the basic
principles behind the global agreements on these
norms and to see what bioethics could do at this
time of polycrisis.

In his presentation, titled “Research Ethics with-
out RECs: Biomedical Research Practices during
the Cold War Period (1960-1980),” Péter Kakuk ex-
plored how the public oversight for ethical medical
research and practice became institutionalized first
in the United States and then in other parts of the
world, including Hungary.

Research ethics committees (ERCs, RECs or IRBs)
play an important role in the governance framewaork

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

of biomedical research with human participants.
RECs play a crucial role in contemporary research
processes to ensure that the rights, welfare, and
dignity of research participants are protected, es-
pecially for those being vulnerable. RECs became
a governance device for the oversight of medicine
and science that first emerged in the United States
in the 1950s and that has spread throughout the
world since roughly the 1970s. These bodies have
become an integral part of the biomedical sciences.
Whereas only fifty years ago, physicians could indi-
vidually decide whether to conduct an experiment
on their patients, today, in many parts of the world,
prior permission of a REC has become a sine qua
non for medical research involving human subjects, a
requirement that is expanding to encompass other
scientific fields and research activities as well. With-
out REC approval, clinical research studies in most
countries are forbidden, medical journals refuse to
publish any results, and regulatory agencies with-
hold related market authorizations.

The presentation focused on the questions of
how was biomedical research conducted before the
birth and widespread emergence of RECs? What
were the rules and norms of research with human
participants? What procedures existed in organizing
a clinical trial? How were the unacceptable and ac-
ceptable forms of research differentiated? Based on
published clinical studies and archival research Péter
Kakuk sought to reconstruct the ethical practices
surrounding biomedical trials in Hungary, in the pe-
riod between 1960-1980.

CELAB participants in this conference: Judit San-
dor, Péter Kakuk

2.2.14. Health Beyond Medicine
- EAHMH conference, Berlin

The European Association for the History of Medi-
cine and Health (EAHMH) organized its 25th annual
conference, with the title “Health Beyond Medicine.”
The event, held in Berlin from August 26-29, 2025,
at the Humboldt University, aimed to foster inter-
national exchange on the broad social, cultural, and
historical dimensions of health beyond clinical medi-
cine. Organizers emphasized solidarity with academ-
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ic communities facing challenges and encouraged
participants to reach out with any concerns. Barna
Szamosi presented a paper titled “Genetic Coun-
seling in Socialist Countries in the Interplay of Scien-
tific Progress and Disability Politics” that he wrote
together with Victoria Shmidt, and which discussed
guidelines for genetic counseling in Central and East-
ern European socialist countries from a comparative
perspective.

CELAB participant in this conference: Barna Sza-

MoOoSi

2.2.15. Hungarian Medical Association
of America - Annual Conference

Gyorgy Kovacs Presents at the HMAA Conference

Gyorgy Kovacs was an invited speaker at the annual
conference of the Hungarian Medical Association of
America of America, held in Vargesztes, on Septem-
ber 6, 2025. In his lecture, he explored the intersec-
tion of the EU Al Act and medical liability, focusing
on how artificial intelligence is increasingly applied
across the full spectrum of medical sciences - from
radiology and dermatology to intensive care and be-
yond - and what this means for doctors, hospitals,
patients, and regulators alike.

-----------------------------------------------------------

The talk addressed some of the most pressing
qguestions: How should liability be allocated when
Al assists or even directs medical decisions? How
do the EU’s regulatory pillars (GDPR, Medical De-
vices Regulation, and the newly adopted Al Act)
compare to the U.S. framework (HIPAA, FDA guid-
ance, and tort law)? What models of responsibility
and best practices can ensure that Al strengthens,
rather than undermines, patient safety and trust?

This comparative EU-US transatlantic perspec-
tive provided a basis for a vibrant dialogue with col-
leagues. The diversity of the conference was truly
unique: it brought together not only different branch-
es of medical sciences but also the legal, ethical, and
even aerospace perspectives — culminating in discus-
sions that ranged from Al in clinical services to Hun-
gary’'s HUNOR space program.

CELAB participant in this conference: Gyorgy Ko-
Vacs

2.2.16. EUREC Annual General Assembly
- Bonn, Germany

The European Network of Research Ethics Commit-
tees (EUREC) had its annual meeting on October
30-31, 2025, in Bonn, Germany. It brought together
research ethics experts from across Europe to ex-
change experiences and discuss challenges in pro-
moting ethical and responsible research. The general
assembly featured EUREC Board elections, including
the appointment of a new Board member, and up-
dates from national Research Ethics Committee
(REQ) representatives on current developments and
challenges. Key discussions addressed the relation-
ship between research integrity and research ethics,
as well as ethics in practice, drawing on initiatives
such as Inserm and CHANGER_EU. Participants also
engaged in working group exchanges and explored
new collaborative initiatives. Overall, the meeting
highlighted the commitment of the European re-
search ethics community to ongoing dialogue, coop-
eration, and forward-looking approaches.

CELAB participant in this meeting: Péter Kakuk
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2.3. OUTREACH EVENTS

2.3.1. Endocrine Regimes - Exhibition Opening
at Traf6, Budapest

Judit Sandor Opens the Exhibition

The exhibition opened on January 17, 2025, at the
Trafé Gallery, where Judit Sandor delivered the in-
troductory speech at the grand opening. Featuring
works by five outstanding artists — Lucy Beech,
Szilvia Bolla, Aliza Orlan, Oliver Husain, and Kerstin
Schroedinger - the exhibition explored how experi-
ences such as depression, infertility, and other physi-
cal and mental conditions can be understood, pro-
cessed, and shared through artistic imagination.

The exhibition examined the material and con-
ceptual interconnections between human and non-
human bodies, technologies, and the pharmaceuti-
cal and healthcare industries, with a particular focus
on hormonal processes and biotechnologies. By
questioning the idea of the body as a separate, au-
tonomous entity, the artists present it instead as a
dynamic, porous, and constantly reshaped constel-
lation influenced by environmental, technological,
and social forces. Through its focus on hormones
and their socio-palitical implications, the exhibition
invites reflection on changing notions of health, gen-
der, responsibility, and selfhood in an era where the
boundaries between organic and synthetic increas-
ingly dissolve.

2.3.2. UniStem Day

Marton Varju Opens the UniStem Day Event

On March 14, 2025, UniStem Day was celebrated at
CEU Budapest, joining a global initiative that engag-
es around 30,000 high school students and teach-
ers worldwide with the latest advances in stem cell
and STEM research. Students from several Buda-
pest high schools participated in a full-day program
featuring inspiring lectures, panel discussions, and
hands-on laboratory workshops.

The morning session focused on stem cell re-
search, bioethics, and artificial intelligence in aging
research, with lectures by Andras Dinnyés on re-
generative stem cell therapies and Csaba Kerepesi
on Al-driven epigenetic clocks to measure the aging
process, followed by a panel discussion including
Judit Sandor and other experts. In the afternoon,
students could take part in interactive workshops at
Semmelweis University, gaining practical experience
in cutting-edge techniques such as cell sorting, mo-
lecular biology methods, neuroscience experiments,
and discussions on the ethics of animal research.
The event aimed to inspire scientific curiosity while
encouraging critical reflection on the ethical and so-
cietal implications of biomedical innovation.
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Roundtable Discussion at the CEU Budapest Festival

2.3.3. CEU Budapest Festival

The CEU Budapest Festival took place on May 23-
24, 2025, transforming CEU’s Budapest campus
into a vibrant public festival focused on how to cre-
ate a more livable world. The free event brought
together students, researchers, and the wider pub-
lic for lectures, panel discussions, workshops, film
screenings, exhibitions, walks, and cultural programs
addressing community life, mental and physical well-
being, sustainability, technology, ethics, and social
responsibility. Through interdisciplinary dialogue and
hands-on activities, the festival showcased CEU’s
Budapest-based initiatives and encouraged open re-
flection on contemporary social challenges and col-
laborative solutions.

The roundtable discussion “Beyond Traditional
Patient Information? - The Role of Experts on New
Platforms in Comprehensive Health Education” con-
ducted by CEU's Center for Ethics and Law in Bio-
medicine explored how digital platforms are trans-
forming doctor-patient communication. The invited
experts and stake-holders reflected on the reliabil-
ity of health information on Instagram, podcasts,
and YouTube, and addressed the growing trend of
consulting “Dr. Google,” highlighting both oppor-
tunities and challenges. The participants included
Barbara Krauth (gynecologist), Julianna Lisziewicz
(immunologist and biotech CEQO), Richard Schwab
(internist-gastroenterologist), Péter Oczella (psychia-
trist), Csaba Kéri (HaverVagy community founder),
Judit Sandor (lawyer and bioethicist, CEU), and Pé-
ter Kakuk (bioethicist, CELAB), with historian Viola
Laszl6fi (CELAB) as moderator.

-----------------------------------------------------------

2.3.4. Socrates Program

2.3.4.1. Course: Ethical Dilemmas in Medicine and
Society by Péter Kakuk and Barna Sza-
mosi (Fall, 2025)

Péter Kakuk

Barna Szamosi

The “Ethical Dilemmas in Medicine and Society”
course, taught by Bedta Berta, Péter Kakuk, and Bar-
na Szamosi at CEU Budapest during the Fall 2025
semester, explored ethical questions in medicine and
society through both literary and practical perspec-
tives. In the literary portion, students engaged with
poems, short stories, and novels to examine issues
such as Alzheimer’s disease, euthanasia, human-ro-
bot relations, and environmental ethics. The practi-
cal section focused on clinical ethics and bioethics,
covering topics such as moral decision-making, just
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healthcare distribution (especially in light of Cov-
id-19), arguments around letting die versus assist-
ing in dying, gender, biotechnology, and posthuman
futures. Classes emphasize discussion and ethical
analysis based on weekly readings from the course
anthology.

2.3.4.2. Public Lecture: Narrative Bioethics: Eth-
ical Examples and Lessons through the
Lens of the Patients (December 4, 2025)

In this public lecture Judit Sandor addressed key
bioethical issues through the testimonies, legal cas-
es, and struggles of patients. There are surprisingly
many common elements that can be identified in
the struggles of Frigyes Karinthy, Péter Esterhazy,
Daniel Karsai, Terry Sharon, Agnes Magyary, or the
McGee couple. Their stories, their confrontation with
illness and health threats, beyond the general analy-
sis of the narratives, are also bioethical parables. The
presentation claimed that the making, implementing,
interpreting and developing of bioethics are not only
open to representatives of a narrow academic cir-
cle. Based on cases, examples, reports, and literary
works, the presentation showed the examples how
patients can be discoverers, writers who increases
bioethical sensitivity, or even an observing pseudo-
patient, research partners who urges legal change,
or a co-discoverer who highlights valuable aspects
of the medical care, and through whose participation
bioethics can become closer to everyone.

2.3.5. Philosophical and Bioethics Cafés and
Related Activities on Bioethics

L&szlo Nemes, philosopher and CELAB Fellow, regu-
larly organizes public philosophy discussion groups,
such as Philosophical Cafés and Book Clubs, includ-
ing a special one at a community psychiatry center
called Ebredések (Awakenings) Foundation, in Buda-
pest.

Following the original models of related interna-
tional movements, the Philosophical Cafés, Bioeth-
ics Cafés, and Death Cafés provide an open forum
for everyone who wants to come together and talk
about philosophical questions in an accessible way. A
Philosophical Café usually lasts one and a half hours
and it is a group discussion of a chosen topic medi-
ated by a philosophically trained facilitator. It is ide-
ally held at a cozy public café. Besides focusing on a
particular topic, these cafés are dynamic processes,
providing opportunities for developing the ethics of
group thinking. The Philosophical (or Bioethics) Book
Club is based on somewhat different methods, given
that even though the conversation format is largely
similar, it is based on a particular book read by the
participants in advance. These meetings invite peo-
ple, regardless of their background, to talk about
philosophical and bioethical issues and help them
acquire the personal and social skills necessary for
critical thinking.
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3. ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES

3.1. TEACHING

CELAB faculty and fellows are actively engaged in
teaching at Central European University (CEU) as
well as at other universities in Hungary and through-
out the region. They offer courses that are closely
aligned with CELAB’s primary research areas. One of
CELAB's key objectives is to establish a regional ed-
ucational network focused on bioethics and biolaw.

3.1.1. Teaching at CEU

Judit Sandor

Biopolitics, Reproduction, and Human Rights
(MA course, Fall 2024-2025)

The Human Body and the Law (MA course,
Winter 2024-2025)

Law and Biopolitics (MA course, Fall 2024-2025)

MA thesis supervision, among others: Thi Thao
Vy Nguyen (2025) A Disability-Centered
Approach to Research Ethics of Emerging
Technology: The Case of Therapeutic Mis-
conception in Brain-Computer Interface Tri-
als (Best thesis award at the Department of
Political Science)

Péter Kakuk and Barna Szamosi
Socrates Program Budapest, Central European
University, Hungary
Ethical Dilemmas in Medicine and Society
(with Beata Barta)

3.1.2. Teaching and Lecturing at Other
Institutions

Violeta Besirevi¢
Union University Law School Belgrade (Serbia)
Constitutional Law, EU Law (BA program)
Politics and Law: Courts as Political Institu-
tions (MA program)
Human Rights in Medical Context (Doctoral
Studies program)
Constitutionalism and Democracy (Doctoral
Studies program)
Visiting lectures at University of Siena (2025),
University of Cagliari (2025) and University
of Milano-Bicocca (2024)

Celebration at CEU

Eva Maria Féldes
Erasmus University Rotterdam (The Nether-
lands), Erasmus School of Health Policy and
Management (ESHPM)
International Health Law (Health Econom-
ics, Policy and Law MA program)
Politics, Policy and Law in Health (Health
Economics, Policy and Law MA program,
co-teaching)
University of Bologna (Italy)
International Law and Health (European
Master’s in Health Economics and Man-
agement program, co-teaching)

Gyorgy Kovacs
Pazmany Péter Catholic University, Budapest

EU Intellectual Property Law (Fall, Spring
semesters)

Relationship between EU Law and National
Law (Fall, Spring semesters)

Intellectual Property and Digital Technology
(Spring semester)

Laszlé6 Nemes
Semmelweis University, Institute of Behavioral
Sciences and Tomori P3l College, Budapest
Bioethics and Medical Humanities

Barna Szamosi
Eszterhdzy Karoly Catholic University, Eger,
Hungary
Health, lliness, and Power: Biopalitics in the
United States (MA course)
McDaniel College, Budapest, Hungary
Global Challenges in Biopolitcs (BA course)
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3.2. PARTICIPATION IN CONFERENCES

Throughout the 2024-2025 academic year, CELAB
staff and fellows were involved in the following aca-
demic and scientific events:

Annual Congress of the Hungarian Medical Associa-
tion of America
Organized by the Hungarian Medical Associa-
tion of America
Presentation by Gyorgy Kovacs titled “Medical
professional’s liability”
September 6-7, 2024, Balatonfired, Hungary

Law and the Protection of Creation - Sustain-
ability Issues, Legal Responses [Jog és te-
remtésvédelem - Fenntarthatésagi kérdések,
jogi valaszok] conference
Organized by the Pdzmany Péter Catholic Uni-
versity

Presentation by Gyorgy Kovacs titled “Creation
Care and Right to Health” [Teremtésvédelem
és az egészséghez valo jog]

September 18, 2024, Budapest, Hungary

Post-War Bodies, Cold War Policies

Workshop organized by the Leviathan ERC
project and CEU Budapest

Presentation by Maria Eva Foldes titled “The
policy of legal tolerance and the right to
health: legal recognition of women'’s health
rights in the post-war Netherlands”

Presentation by Péter Kakuk titled “Drug Pro-
duction, (I)licit Markets, and Biomedical Tri-
als in State Socialist Hungary: The Motolon
Case”

Presentation by Viola LaszI6fi titled “The Party
Organization Endorsed the Reintroduction
of the Petty Cash System. The Difficulties of
Implementing Universal Healthcare and the
Autonomy of Medical Institutions in Post-
war Hungary.”

Presentation by Judit Sdndor titled “State, Body
and Property: The Principle of Non-Commod-
ification in Post-War Hungary”

Presentation by Barna Szamosi titled “Ethical
Dilemmas in the Genetic Counseling Practice
of the 1970s State Socialist Hungary”

Presentation by Marton Varju titled “The Le-
gal Protection that Should not Have Been
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There. The Body and the Autonomy of the
Patient in State Socialist Healthcare Laws”
October 3-4, 2024, Budapest, Hungary

Psychiatry, Society, Ethics [Pszichiatria, Tarsada-

lom, Etika] Conference

Organized by the Hungarian Academy of Scienc-
es’ Momentum Values and Science Research
Group

Presentation by J6zsef Kovacs titled “Psychiat-
ric Euthanasia” [A pszichidtriai eutanazia]

October 4, 2024, Budapest, Hungary

RECs and the New Vulnerability Paradigm
Workshop organized by the World Health Orga-
nization, Health Ethics and Governance Unit
Participation by Péter Kakuk
October 29, 2024, Geneva, Switzerland (on-
line, hybrid)

Social Sciences and Research Ethics Committees
Workshop organized by European Network of
Research Ethics Committees (EUREC), Work-
ing Group 2
Participation by Péter Kakuk
October 30, 2024 (online)

Ethical and Legal Challenges of the Application of

Artificial Intelligence

Conference organized by the Pazmany Péter
Catholic University

Presentation by Gyorgy Kovacs titled “Ethical
Aspects of the EU’s Al regulation” [Az EU
mesterséges intelligencia szabalyozasanak
etikai aspektusai]

November 19, 2024, Budapest, Hungary

Research Ethics Committees and Online Survey
Studies
Workshop organized by European Network
of Research Ethics Committees (EUREQC),
Working Group 2
Participation by Péter Kakuk
December 2, 2024 (online)

RUIB-IANB Workshop
Workshop on the restriction of individual rights
based on public health grounds



Presentation by Judit Sandor titled “Les ensei-
gnements de la pandémie de Covid-19 en
matiere de droits de 'homme en Hongrie
[Lessons of the Effects of the Covid-19 Pan-
demic on Human Rights in Hungary]”

December 12-13, 2024, Paris, France

Communicating with Relatives of Deceased Po-

tential Donors

Workshop jointly organized by the National
Blood Service, Transplantation Directorate
and the Institute of Behavioral Sciences of
Semmelweis University

Presentation by Jozsef Kovécs titled “A Bioeth-
icist on Organ Donation” [Bioetikus a szer-
vadomanyozasrol]

January 15, 2025, Budapest, Hungary

Laurence Crowley Lecture
Organized by the Michael Smurfit Graduate
Business School at the University College
Dublin
Lecture by Judit Sandor titled “Ethics of the
Predictive Technologies in Biomedicine”
January 20, 2025

Psychiatry in Hungary 2025 - Science, Coopera-
tion, Responsibility.” [Pszichidtria Magyaror-
szagon 2025. Tudomany, Egyuttmudkodés, Fe-
lelésséq]

Conference organized by the Hungarian Psy-
chiatric Society

Lecture by Jézsef Kovacs titled “The Shaky
Ground of Psychiatric Ethics” [A pszichiatriai
etika ingovanyos teruletei]

January 31, 2025, Siéfok, Hungary

Public Bioethics
Conference organized by the E6tvos Lorand
University, Institute of Philosophy, Bioetika
Férum
Presentation by Péter Kakuk titled “Bioethics
and the Socrates project at CEU, Budapest”
March 13, 2025, Budapest Hungary

Law and Diversity in European History (GRACEH

2025)

Conference organized by the University of Vi-
enna, together with the Central European
University, the European University Insti-
tute and the University of Oxford

Presentation by Viola L3szl6fi titled “Compet-
ing Medical Professional and Legal Norms in
State-Socialist Healthcare in Hungary in the
1950s-1960s"

April 7-9, 2025, Vienna, Austria

Intellectual Property after the Al boom
Conference organized by the Pazmany Péter
Catholic University
Presentation by Gyorgy Kovacs titled “Al Act
and IPR Enforcement”
April 10, 2025, Budapest, Hungary

Health and Medicine under Pressure: Conflicts,

Controversies and Collaborations

29th Nordic Medical History Congress

Presentation by Barna Szamosi titled “Knowl-
edge Transfer between East and West: The
Influences of Western Medical Genetics in
Shaping Genetic Counseling in State Social-
ist Hungary”

April 23-25, Lund, Sweden

Data Strategies

International conference and forum organized
by the Istvan Ereky Public Law Research
Centre and the Magyary Zoltan Association
on e-Government Sciences

Presentation by Gyorgy Kovacs titled “Liability
of Internet Platforms under the DSA and the
EU Digital Single Market Copyright Directive”

April 24-25, 2025, Budapest, Hungary

Risk, Health, and State Socialism: Central and

Eastern Europe, 19505-1980s

Workshop organized by the Leviathan ERC proj-
ect and Charité - Universitatsmedizin Berlin

Presentation by Eva Maria Foldes titled “Legal
Tolerance of ‘Risky’ Reproductive Health
Practices: A Comparative Analysis of Post-
War Hungary and the Netherlands”

May 5, 2025, Berlin, Germany

13th International Conference on Reproduction,

Pregnancy and Rheumatic Diseases

RheumaPreg 2025 Conference organized by
AIM Group International in collaboration
with the Medical University of Vienna (MUW)

Presentation by Judit Sandor titled “Pregnant
Women’s Participation in Clinical Trials”

May 8-10, 2025, Vienna, Austria
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Towards New Governance of International Do-
mains
Symposium and panel discussion organized by
the HIS at the Palazzo Strozzi
Participation by Judit Sandor
May 9, 2025, Vienna, Austria

Individual Autonomy, Fundamental Rights, and In-
stitutional Safeguards
ICON-S Symposium organized by the Faculty of
Law at the E6tvos Lorand University (ELTE)
Presentation by Judit Sandor titled “Personal
Autonomy in Bioethics and in Human Rights”
May 29, 2025, Vienna, Austria

Annual Meeting of the Research Ethics Commit-
tee of the Health Ethics and Governance Unit
Workshop organized by the World Health Or-
ganization

Participation by Péter Kakuk

June 17-18, 2025, Geneva, Switzerland (on-
line-hybrid)

Bioethics and the Philosophy of Medicine after Covid

Conference organized by the European Society

for Philosophy of Medicine and Healthcare,
CSER University of Manchester

Presentation by Péter Kakuk titled “Research
Ethics without RECs: Biomedical Research
Practices during the Cold War Period (1960-
1980)"

Presentation by Judit Sandor titled “The Role
of Bioethics in Time of Polycrisis”

Panel chairing by Judit Sandor titled “Ethical
Tensions Between Individual Rights and
Public Health Measures”

August 13-16, 2025, Manchester, UK

Central European History Convention

Organized by the Faculty of Historical and Cul-
tural Studies, University of Vienna

Presentation by Viola Laszl6fi titled “From In-
creasing Medicalization to Class Struggles in
Hospital Wards: Doctor-Patient Conflicts in
Budapest, 1880s-1930s"

August 17-19, 2025, Vienna, Austria

Health Beyond Medicine
25th Annual Conference of the European As-
sociation for the History of Medicine and
Health

. celab.ceu.edu

Presentation by Barna Szamosi titled “Guide-
lines for (Post)Socialist Genetic Counsel-
ing: The Global Challenges of Authoritative
Knowledge in a Local Context” (co-author:
Victoria Shmidt)

August 26-29, Berlin, Germany

Annual Congress of the Hungarian Medical Associ-
ation of America
Organized by the Hungarian Medical Associa-
tion of America
Presentation by Gyorgy Kovacs titled “EU Al
Act and Medical Liability”
September 6-7, 2025, Vargesztes, Hungary

Clean Energy and Artificial Intelligence

Annual Conference organized by the Karoli
Gaspar University of the Reformed Church
in Hungary and the European Federation of
Energy Law Associations (EFELA)

Presentation by Gyorgy Kovacs titled “Al, Clean
Energy and Constitutional Dialogue”

September 11-12, 2025, Budapest, Hungary

Constitutional Crisis

Summer School organized by the University Mi-
lano-Bicocca

Introductory lecture by Violeta BeSirevic titled
“Unpacking Constitutional Crisis and Democ-
racy”

Chairing the Panel by Violeta BeSirevic titled
“Constitutional Crisis and Democracy”

October 19-25, 2025, Como, Milan, Italy

EUREC Annual General Assembly
Meeting organized by European Network of
Research Ethics Committees (EUREC)
Presentation by Péter Kakuk titled “RECs in the
Social Science in Hungary: Report”
October 30-31, 2025, Bonn, Germany

Energy Justice and Energy Transition

Organized by the Department of Energy Tran-
sition at the University of Economics in Ka-
towice

Presentation by Gyorgy Kovacs titled “Funda-
mental Rights Challenges in the EU Energy
Transition”

November 6-7, 2025, Katowice, Poland



At the Dawn of a New World - The End of the Sec-
ond World War and Its Conseqguences
Conference organized by the Hungarian Acade-
my of Sciences

Presentation by Barna Szamosi titled “The
Breakthrough of Soviet Relations in the
Post-War Discourse on Human Genetics in
Hungary” [A szovjet kapcsolatok attorése
a masodik vildghdborut kovetd magyar
humangenetikai diskurzusban] (co-author:
Judit Sandor)

November 20-21, Budapest, Hungary

Medical Technologies: Curing and Caring

Workshop organized by the Society for Philoso-
phy and Technology, Budapest University of
Technology and Economics (BME)

Presentation by Péter Kakuk titled “Drug Tech-
nologies, (Illicit Markets, and the Ethics of
Biomedical Trials in State Socialist Hungary:
The Methaqualone Story”

November 27-28, 2025, Budapest, Hungary

Fulbright Club Speakers’ Event

Organized by the Hungarian Fulbright Associa-
tion and Eo6tvos Lordnd University, Profes-
sors’ Club

Discussion by Judit Sandor, Gyérgy Kovacs
with Istvan Petak titled “The Intersection
of Medical Innovation and the Digital Data
Economy: Challenges and Opportunities”

November 28, 2025, Budapest, Hungary

Networks Conference

Jointly organized by the Partium Christian Uni-
versity and Debrecen Reformed Theological
University

Presentation by Barna Szamosi titled “Medical
Decisions at the Edges of Life: Bioethical Di-
lemmas” (co-author: Judit Sandor)

November 28, 2025 (online)

Social Media and Law

Symposium organized by the Pazmany Péter
Catholic University

Presentation by Gyorgy Kovécs titled “Editorial
Liability and Artificial Intelligence [Szerkesz-
téi felelésség és a Mesterséges Intelligencia
kapcsolata]”

December 3, 2025, Budapest, Hungary

What Is Ethics Today?

Workshop organized by the E6tvés Lorand Uni-
versity, Budapest, Hungary, ELTE RCH Insti-
tute of Philosophy, and Hungarian Academy
of Sciences Research Group on Values and
Science

Presentation by Péter Kakuk titled “Principlism
and lts Critics: A Historical Perspective”
[Az alapelvesség (principlizmus) kérdéjelei:
torténeti perspektival

December 4-6, 2025, Budapest Hungary
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4.1. LEVIATHAN LECTURE SERIES

4.1.1. Legal Epidemiology and the Future of
Policy Evaluation Research

Scott Burris

On October 7, 2024 Scott Burris, Professor of Law
at Temple University delivered a Leviathan Lecture
titled “Legal Epidemiology and the Future of Policy
Evaluation Research” at the CEU Budapest campus.
Legal epidemiology aims to create a “science of law”
that moves beyond theoretical legal analysis to em-
pirical evaluation of how legal factors shape public
health outcomes. Burris emphasized moving toward
more rigorous, systematic evaluation of legal inter-
ventions - treating law as a variable, not just a static
background factor, using tools like legal mapping,
longitudinal data collection, and guasi-experimental
study designs to understand the relationship be-
tween legal environments and health. The aim is to
provide policymakers, practitioners, and advocates
with robust evidence to design better laws and en-
hance the effectiveness of public health interven-
tions.

4.1.2. Neurosis and Society in the 20th Century
- Whose Pathology Is It?

On Novermber 17, 2025 Gabor Csikés, psychologist
and historian at Semmelweis University and E6tvos
Loradnd University, presented his research on neuro-
sis as both a clinical diagnosis and an analytical lens
for 20th century social history. His talk, introduced
by Judit Sandor, explored how the concept of neu-
rosis — originally describing symptoms like anxiety,
headaches, and sleep disturbances - evolved be-
yond psychiatry to interpret social processes, iden-
tify causes of “nervousness,” and propose solutions
to societal tensions. Csikos illustrated this through
two case studies: the “cooperative neurosis” (TSZ-
neurozis) following the creation of large agricultural
cooperatives (1960-1980), and “maternal leave neu-
rosis” (GYES-neurdzis) linked to extended maternity
leave policies in the 1980s. He argued that neuro-
sis served as a narrative framework through which
societies understood and managed social conflicts,
reflecting broader interactions between individuals
and their social environments. His 2024 monograph
further examines the interplay between Hungarian
rural society and psychopathology.

Gabor Csikoés



........................................................................

...........................................................

4.2. SCIENCE COMMUNICATION AND MEDIA EVENTS

The Director and Fellows of CELAB were actively in-
volved in a wide range of media engagements and
science communication initiatives focused on con-
temporary ethical issues in biomedicine and emerg-
ing technologies. These activities contributed both to
raising public awareness and to enhancing CELAB's
media presence.

“Gondoskodasi valsdg, orvosképzés és kultlror-
vostan” [Crises of care, education and the med-
ical humanities]

Podcast with Eszter Ureczky and Péter Kakuk
Debreciner Podcast, podcast series
November 7, 2024

“A HIV arnyéka a vasfliggony mogott: A kelet-eu-
ropai orszagok elsé vélaszai az AlDS-jarvanyra
[The shadow of HIV behind the Iron Curtain: the
first responses of Eastern European countries
to the AIDS]

Article by Viola Laszl6fi

Transtelex.ro, Hungarian-language independent
online news portal based in Romania

January 12, 2025

“Ethics of Predictive Prenatal Tests the Subject of
Prestigious UCD lecture”
Article on Judit Sandor’s lecture
The Irish Times, Irish daily broadsheet newspa-
per and online digital publication
January 16, 2025

“A modern orvosi etika alapjai” [The Foundations
of Modern Medical Ethics]
Podcast with Jozsef Kovacs
Ertékek és tudomany [Values and Science],
podcast series
February 16, 2025

“Kinek van joga a haldlrol donteni?” [Who has the
right to decide about death?]
Interview with Jozsef Kovacs
Lélekemeld [Uplifting], psychiatric magazine
May 2025

“Az 6nrendelkezés felszabaditod érzés” [Self-Deter-
mination Is a Liberating Feeling]
Interview in Hungarian with Judit Sandor by
Panni Puskas
Glamour, multinational magazine
November 2025

“My Chemical Information System”

Audience meeting, Film screening, discussion
with the director (Vizkelety Marton) by Péter
Kakuk

Verzi¢ International Human Rights Documen-
tary Film Festival, Hungary's first creative
platform for international documentary films

November 18, 2025
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4.3. PUBLICATIONS

Besirevi¢, Violeta (2024) Legalizacija eutanazije
kod nas i u svetu: evolucija, revolucija ili sta-
tus quo? [Legalization of Euthanasia in Serbia
and the World: Evolution, Revolution or Status
Quo?] In DuSica Leci¢-ToSevski (ed.) Kontraver-
ze u medicini [Medical Controversies|. Belgrade:
Serbian Academy of Science and Art, 27-53.

Besirevi¢, Violeta (2025) Derecognition of Seced-
ing Territories: What Precedes it in Constitution-
al Discourse and What Follows in International
Politics. International Journal of Constitutional
Law (I-CON) (published by Oxford University
Press & NYU School of Law), vol. 23, no. 2,
405-434.

Besirevi¢, Violeta (2025) How to Tame the Digital
“Shrew”: Constitutional Rights Going Online.
In Tiina Pajuste (ed.) Human Rights in the Dig-
ital Domain: Core Questions. Cambridge, Cam-
bridge University Press, 58-82.

Besirevi¢, Violeta (2025) Why Judicial Indepen-
dence Collapses: Constitutional Identity to
Mars, the Rule of Law to Venus? In Petra Bard
and Jasper Krommendijk (eds.) Sustaining the
Rule of Law: The Future of Judicial Indepen-
dence in Europe. Cheltenham: Edward Elgar
Publishing, 58-78.

Besirevi¢, Violeta (2025) Ustavni otpor evropskim
integracijama: upotreba i zloupotreba ustav-
nog identiteta [Constitutional Resistance to
European Integrations: The Use and Abuse of
Constitutional Identity], with A. Vladisavljevic.
Anali Pravnog fakulteta u Beogradu/Annals of
the Faculty of Law in Belgrade, vol. 73, no. 3,
597-651.

Foldes, Maria Eva (2024) If Jabless then Jobless?
EU Court Refuses to Second-Guess National
Covid-19 Vaccination Mandate Contested by
Health-Care Worker. International Labor Rights
Case Law, vol. 10, no. 1, p. 127-131.

Foldes, Méria Eva and Timmers, Marjolein (2025)
Safety of Scientific Medical Research a State
Obligation. Health Economics, Policy and Law
(May 2025), 1-13.

Foldes, Maria Eva and Marassi, Stefania (2025)
From Healthcare to Employment: Tackling the
Regulatory Challenges of In-Body Wearable De-
vices at Work in the European Union. European

Labour Law Journal, vol. 16, no. 2 (February
2025), 195-211.

Foldes, Méria Eva and Judit Sandor (2025) Medi-
calization of Death and Dying in Post-War Hun-
gary and the Netherlands. Taboo and Trans-
parency in Legal Thinking. In Anelia Kassabova,
Denitsa Nencheva, and Jakub Strelec (eds.)
Negotiating Tradition and Innovation: Medi-
cal Pluralism and Healthcare Transformations
in the 20th and 21st Centuries. Published in
Balkanistic Worlds, vol. 1, no. 3. (September
2025), 187-207.

Kakuk, Péter with Judit Sandor (2024) Mapping
the Postwar Legacies of Eugenics in Socialist
Countries: A Conceptual History of Eugenics in
Hungary. Medicine, Health Care and Philoso-
phy, vol. 27, 431-443.

Kakuk, Péter with Judit Sandor, Tamas Kardon,
and Barna Szamosi (2025) A 60 éves Helsinki
Nyilatkozat 2024-ben elfogadott modositott
verzidja [Hungarian translation of The Amend-
ed Version of the 60 Years Old Declaration of
Helsinki]. Orvosi Hetilap, vol. 166, no. 14 (April
2024), 549-556.

Kovacs, Gyoérgy (2025) Al Act and IPR Enforce-
ment: The European Regulatory Framework
and Practical Challenges. Hungarian Yearbook
of International Law and European Law, vol.
16 (November 2025), 105-122.

Kovacs, Gyorgy (2025) The DMA and the GDPR:
Interactions, Potential Implications for Busi-
nesses. In Andras Punkosty (ed.) Competition
Law and Digital Transformation. Leiden: Brill,
334-346.
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https://research.ceu.edu/en/persons/judit-sandor

Kovacs, Jozsef; Babuse, Bernadett; Bai-Nagy,
Katalin; Do6sa, Agnes; Salavecz, Gy®ngyvér;
Tury, Ferenc; Purebl, Gyorgy (2024) From Guid-
ed Self-Help to Comprehensive ED Treatment.
European Psychiatry, vol. 67, no. ST (August
2024): S308-5308.

Kovacs, Jozsef (2024) Az életvégi dontések
kérdése a bioetika szemszogébdl [The Issue
of End-of-Life Decisions from a Bioethical Per-
spective]. Fundamentum, vol. 28, no. 2-3 (De-
cember 2024), 36-49.

Kovacs, Jozsef with Szilard David Kovacs, Anggi
Septia Irawan, and Szilvia Z6rgé (2024) The
Conflict between Oral Health and Patient Au-
tonomy in Dentistry: A Scoping Review. BMC
Medical Ethics, vol. 25, article no. 150 (Decem-
ber 21, 2024).

Kovacs, Jozsef (2025) A modern orvosi etika alap-
jai. Bevezetés a bioetikdba. [Fundamentals of
Modern Medical Ethics. Introduction to Bioeth-
ics.] 3rd revised, expanded, textbook edition.
Budapest: Medicina.

Laszlofi, Viola (2024) The Crisis of Biopolitics or
Biopoliticizing the Crisis? Discourses on the
Problems of Socialist Healthcare in Late Social-
ist Hungary. In Baldzs Trencsényi, Lucija Balikic,
Una Blagojevi¢, Isidora Grubacki (eds.) East Cen-
tral European Crisis Discourses in the Twenti-
eth Century. A Never-Ending Story? London and
New York: Routledge, 343-367.

Laszlofi, Viola with Judit Sandor (2025) N6k az
allami és orvosi paternalizmus haléjaban. A
terhességmegszakitas engedélyezésének val-
tozo kontextusai 1954-1980 kdzott Magyar-
orszagon. [Women in the Web of State and
Medical Paternalism. The Changing Contexts
of Abortion Authorization in Hungary between
1954 and 1980]. Mdltunk, vol. 70, no. 1 (January
2025), 128-167.

Nemes, L3szl6 et al. (2025) Filozdfia Magyarorszé-
gon [Philosophy in Hungary] (multi-authored pa-
per). Magyar Tudomdny, vol. 186, no.3 (March
2025), 422-429.

Nemes, Laszlo (2025) A természet utédn sza-
badon: Orvoslas és bioetika az antropocén
korszakban [Freely after nature: Medicine and
bioethics in the Anthropocene]. Mentdlhigiéné
és Pszichoszomatika, vol. 26, no. 1-2 (June
2025), 79-89.

Nemes, Laszl6 (2025) A nyilvanos filozéfia gyakor-
latai: A Filozofiai Kavéhaz filozofidja [The Prac-
tices of Public Philosophy: The Philosophy of
the ‘Philosophical Café’]. Tudomdnyos Mozaik,
vol. 2, special issue No. 1 (September 2025),
80-88.

Nemes, Laszlo (2025) A tobbfaju dizajn antro-
pocén etikaja [The Anthropocene ethics of mul-
tispecies design]. In Luca Cserhalmi and Kinga
Lendeczki (eds.) ECHO Ill. Civilizdlt természet.
[ECHO Ill. Civilized Nature]. Budapest: Kijarat,
98-108.

Nemes, L3szlo (2025) Mindannyian kegyetlenek
vagyunk (?) - Erény, szituacio, erkdlcsi relativ-
izmus [Are We All Cruel (?) - Virtue, Situation,
Moral Relativism]. In Adridan Bene and Gergely
Tari (eds.) A kegyetlenség elméletei [Theories of
Cruelty]. Mariabesny6: Attraktor, 45-53.

Sandor, Judit and Marton Varju (2024) Needs over
Rights: The Right to Health in State Socialist
Hungary and Its Implementation. Pravni zapisi,
vol. 15, no. 1 (July 2024), 191-217.

Sandor, Judit (2024) The Covid Pandemic in Hun-
gary: Lessons from a Human Rights Perspec-
tive. In Assya Pascalev and Gergely Tari, eds.,
Ethical Issues of the SARS-CoV-2 Outbreak in
East-Central Europe and Beyond. Budapest,
Trivent, 25-39.

Sandor, Judit (2024) Intervention sur le genome hu-
main. In Philippe Pierre and Aurélien Rissel (eds.)
Le droit et le vivre ensemble au prisme de la
personne, de la famille et de la santé. Mélanges
en ['honneur de Brigitte Feuillet-Liger [Law and
Peaceful Coexistence through the Lens of the
Individual, the Family, and Health. Essays in Ho-
nor of Brigitte Feuillet-Liger]. Rennes: Presses
Universitaires de Rennes, 313-322.
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Sandor, Judit (2024) A Lawyer's Legacy: The Sig-
nificance of the Ddniel Karsai v. Hungary Case.
Pravni zapisi, vol. 15, no. 2 (December 2024),
311-326.

Sandor, Judit (2024) Az életvégi dnrendelkezés és
a lathatatlan vasfiggony [Self-Determination
at the End of Life and the Invisible Iron Cur-
tain]. Fundamentum, vol. 28, no. 2-3 (Decem-
ber 2024), 24-34.

Sandor, Judit and Viola Laszlofi (2025) N6k az
allami és orvosi paternalizmus halojaban. A
terhességmegszakitas engedélyezésének val-
toz6 kontextusai 1954-1980 kozott Mag-
yarorszagon. [Women in the Web of State and
Medical Paternalism. The Changing Contexts
of Abortion Authorization in Hungary between
1954 and 1980]. Mdltunk, vol. 60, no. 1 (Janu-
ary 2025), 128-167.

Sandor, Judit, Péter Kakuk, Tamas Kardon, Barna
Szamosi (2025) A 60 éves Helsinki Nyilatkozat
2024-ben elfogadott modositott verzidja [Hun-
garian translation of The Amended Version of
the 60 Years Old Declaration of Helsinki]. Orvosi
Hetilap, vol. 166, no. 14 (April 2025), 549-556.

Sandor, Judit (2025) Bioetika és emberi jogok
az orvosi biotechnolégidban [Bioethics and
Human Rights in the Medical biotechnology].
L'Harmattan, Budapest.

Sandor, Judit (2025) Hard Cases and Parental
Choices in Biomedicine. Medicine and Law, vol.
44, no. 2 (June 2025), 129-151.

Sandor, Judit (2025) Koztes helyzetek a szakem-
berek szemével [Intermediate Situations
through the Eyes of Professionals]. Lege Ar-
tis Medicinae, vol. 35, nos. 5-6 (June 2025),
245-248.

Sandor, Judit (2025) The Biopolitics of Menstrua-
tion in Hungary: Then and Now. Pravni zapisi,
vol. 16, no.1 (July 2025), 171-193.

Séandor, Judit and Méria Eva Foldes (2025) Medi-
calization of Death and Dying in Post-War Hun-
gary and the Netherlands. Taboo and Trans-
parency in Legal Thinking. In Anelia Kassabova,
Denitsa Nencheva, and Jakub Strelec (eds.)
Negotiating Tradition and Innovation: Medi-
cal Pluralism and Healthcare Transformations
in the 20th and 21st Centuries. Published in
Balkanistic Worlds, vol. 1, no. 3. (September
2025), 187-207.

Sandor, Judit (2025) Crossroads in the Bioethics
of Reproduction. In Derick Beyleveld, Roger
Brownsword, and Marcus Duwell (eds.), Re-
search Handbook on Law, Governance and
Bioethics (Research Handbooks in Legal Theory
series). Cheltenham: Edward Elgar Publishing,
248-265.

Sandor, Judit and Marton Varju (2025) The Chal-
lenges of Artificial Intelligence in the European
Legal Space. In Marton Varju and Kitti Mezei
(eds.) The Challenges of Artificial Intelligence
for Law in Europe. Conference Proceedings.
Data Science, Machine Intelligence, and Law
(DSMIL) Series, vol. 6. Cham: Springer, 1-21.

Szamosi Barna, with Judit Sandor, Péter Kakuk,
and Tamas Kardon (2025) A 60 éves Helsinki
Nyilatkozat 2024-ben elfogadott modositott
verzidja [Hungarian translation of The Amend-
ed Version of the 60 Years Old Declaration of
Helsinki]. Orvosi Hetilap, vol. 166, no. 14 (April
2024), 549-556.

Szamosi, Barna (2025) Medical Geneticists’ Inter-
pretations of Genetic Disorders in Roma Com-
munities in Post-Socialist Hungary. Traditiones,
vol. 54, no. 2. (September 2025), 7-28.
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Varju, Marton with Judit Sandor (2024) Needs
over Rights: The Right to Health in State So-
cialist Hungary and Its Implementation. Pravni
zapisi, vol. 15, no. 1 (July 2024), 191-217.

Varju, Marton with Fruzsina Gardos-Orosz, and
Andras Osztovits (eds.) (2025) Az eurdpai jog
szerepe a magyar jogfejlédésben 2004-2024
(The Role of European Law in the Development
of Hungarian Law). Budapest: Osiris and ELTE
TK Legal Science Research Institute.

Varju, Marton with Andras Osztovits, Monika
Papp, and Erné Varnay (eds.) (2025) Husz év
- hasz elvi jelent6ségl hatédrozat: A magyar
bir6sagok altal az Eurdopai Unié Birésaga el6tt
kezdeményezett el6zetes dontéshozatali el-
jarasok, 2004-2024 [Twenty Years, Twenty
Resolutions on Principle: Preliminary Ruling
Proceedings Initiated by Hungarian Courts
Before the Court of Justice of the European
Union, 2004-2024]. Budapest: ORAC Kiado,
HUN-REN Social Science Research Center.

Varju, Marton and Judit Sandor (2025) The Chal-
lenges of Artificial Intelligence in the European
Legal Space. In Marton Varju and Kitti Mezei
(eds.) The Challenges of Artificial Intelligence
for Law in Europe. Conference Proceedings.
Data Science, Machine Intelligence, and Law
(DSMIL) Series, vol. 6. Cham: Springer, 1-21.

Varju, Marton (2025) Technology Sovereignty and
Al Regulation in the EU: Regulatory Strategy
and the Paradox of Choice. In Marton Varju and
Kitti Mezei (eds.) The Challenges of Artificial In-
telligence for Law in Europe. Conference Pro-
ceedings. Data Science, Machine Intelligence,
and Law (DSMIL) Series, vol. 6. Cham: Springer,
65-84.

Varju, Marton (2025) Economic and Social Crises,
Model Change and the Responsiveness of the
Legal System: Special Tax Measures and Their
Regulation in Hungary. In Fruzsina Gardos-Oro-
sz (ed.) The Resilience of the Hungarian Legal
System since 2010. A Failed Resilience? Cham:
Springer Nature, 123-141.

Varju, Marton (2025) A mesterséges intelligencia
szabdlyozasa az Eurdpai Unidban: szakpolitika,
szabalyozasi stratégia és jog [Regulating Artifi-
cial Intelligence in the European Union: Policy,
Regulation Strategy, and Law]. In Kitti Mezei
(ed.) Kockdzatok és lehet6ségek a mesterség-
es intelligencia jogi szabdlyozdsdban [Risks
and Opportunities in the Legal Regualtion of
Artificial Intellgience]. Budapest: Wolters Kluw-
er, 33-50.

Varju, Marton and Kitti Mezei (eds.) (2025) The
Challenges of Artificial Intelligence for Law in
Europe. Cham: Springer.

Varju, Méarton and Katalin Cseres (2025) Allami val-
lalatok a magyar gazdasagban: Milyen modell
kovetkezik a jogszabalyokbol? Beligyi Szemle,
vol. 73, no. 5 (May 2025) 937-962. (English
version in the same issue follows)

Varju, Marton and Katalin Cseres (2025) State-
Owned Enterprises in the Hungarian Economy:
What Model Follows from the Law? Beligyi
Szemle, vol. 73, no. 5 (May 2025) 1103-1025.

Varju, Marton (2025) Funkcionalitds, értékek és
legitimacio. Miért fontos nekink, magyaroknak
az eurdpai uniés jog ethosza? [Functionality,
Values, and Legitimation: Why Is the Ethos of
European Union Law So Important for Us, Hun-
garians]. In Fruzsina Gardos-Orosz, Andras Osz-
tovits, and Marton Varju (eds.) Az eurdpai jog
szerepe a magyar jogfejlédésben 2004-2024
[The Role of European Law in the Development
of Hungarian Law]. Budapest: Osiris and ELTE
TK Legal Science Research Institute, 27-37.

Varju, Marton and Ern¢ Varnay (2025) The Impact
of EU Membership on Hungarian Lawmaking.
In Andrés Bir6-Nagy and Gergé Medve-Balint
(eds.) The Path of Hungary’s EU Membership:
Navigating Sovereignty, Dependence, and Eco-
nomic Development. Cham: Palgrave Macmil-
lan, 201-234.
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4.4. REWARDS, APPOINTMENTS, PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Violeta Besirevi¢

Professor, Union University Law School Bel-
grade

Affiliated Professor, University Milano-Bicocca
Law School

Editor-in-Chief, Pravni zapisi (Union University
Law School Review)

Series Editor, Biopolitics, Law, and Ethics (CEU
Press and Amsterdam University Press)
International Advisory Board Member, Zbornik
Pravnog Fakulteta Sveucilista u Rijeci (In-

dexed in WOS-ESCI)

Editorial Board Member, Central and Eastern
European Legal Studies

Visiting Research Fellow, University of Cagliari
School of Law (June 2025)

Teaching and Research Staff, Assessing Consti-
tutional Crisis Impact and Security, funded
by the Italian Ministry for University Educa-
tion and Research and the EU Commission
(2025-2026)

Péter Kakuk

Senior Research Fellow, Center for Ethics and
Law in Biomedicine, Central European Uni-
versity

Consultant, World Health Organization, Gene-
va headquarters, Health Ethics and Gover-
nance Unit

Board member, European Society for Philoso-
phy of Medicine and Healthcare (www.esp-
mh.org)

Vice Chair, Bioetika Férum (Bioethics Forum),
Budapest

Ethics reviewer, European Commission (ERC,
MSCA, H2020)

Ambassador, Embassy of Good Science Plat-
form (embassy.science)

Member, European Network of Research Ethics
Committees (Www.eurecnet.org)

Associate Editor, Medicine, Healthcare, and
Philosophy (Springer-Nature)

Editorial Board Member, Ethics and Bioethics in
Central Europe (Sciendo De Gruyter)

Series Editor, Biopolitics, Law, and Ethics (CEU
Press and Amsterdam University Press)

Gyorgy Kovacs

Head of the graduate program on Digital Tech-
nology and Data Economy, Pdzmany Péter
Catholic University, Budapest

President, Hungarian Fulbright Association
(since, 2020, re-elected in 2023)

Executive Board Member, European Network
of American Alumni Associations (since
2017, re-elected in 2023)

Member, Budapest Bar Association

Member, Bar Exam Committee at the Ministry
of Justice, Hungary

Member, Public Body of the Hungarian Acade-
my of Sciences

Jozsef Kovacs
Professor Emeritus, Semmelweis University,
Budapest (from July 1, 2025)
Vice-President, ETT TUKEB [Medical Research
Council, Scientific and Research Ethics Com-
mittee] (from September 2025)

Viola Laszlofi

Doctoral dissertation defense - Joint PhD
at Ecole des hautes études en sciences
sociales (EHESS) and E6tvos Lorand Univer-
sity (ELTE)

Title is “Biopolitics, orvos-beteg viszony és az
orvosi tudas tarsadalmi szerepe az allam-
szocialista Magyarorszagon (Biopaolitique,
médicalisation et réle social des médecins
en Hongrie a 'époque socialiste)”

Viola Laszl6fi at Her Dissertation Defense
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Judit Sandor

Founding Director, Center for Ethics and Law in
Biomedicine (CELAB)

Series Editor, Biopolitics, Law, and Ethics (CEU
Press and Amsterdam University Press)

Governor, World Association for Medical Law

Member of the Human Reproduction Com-
mittee of the Medical Research Council
(Egyészségugyi Tudomanyos Tandacs, ETT),
Budapest

Member of the Advisory Board, The Center for
Molecular Fingerprinting (CMF), Szeged

Member of the International Advisory Board,
DCU Institute for Ethics, Dublin

Member of the Expert Advisory Board, Center
for the Study of Health, Ethics, and Society,
Universitdat Hamburg

Member of the Comité de Pilotage at the Ré-
seau Universitaire International de Bioé-
thigue, Rennes

Marton Varju

Senior Research Fellow, Center for Ethics and
Law in Biomedicine, Central European Uni-
versity

Head of Research, Department of European
Union Law and International Law, ELTE
Institute of Legal Studies (formerly at the
Hungarian Academy of Sciences, HAS)

Convenor and Head of the HAS Lendilet
(Momentum) Research Group on Europe-
an Union Law and Policy Harmonization in
Hungary

Editorial Board Member, Allam és Jogtudo-
mdny (Journal for Administrative and Legal
Science)

Livia Petho

Junior Intern, Center for Ethics and Law in Bio-
medicine, Central European University

Livia is a high school student at Vasvary Pal
Gimnazium in Székesfehérvar, Hungary

Student at Milestone Institute of Advanced
Studies, a supercurricular talent enrichment
center in Budapest

Her research interests include the ethical and
legal implications of biopolitics and the so-
cial context of criminal behavior
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Approved budget for 2024/2025

5.1. REVENUES IN AY 2024/2025

CE5036ETL
Budget category ‘
Personal expenses
Non-personal
Total

External Funding to Be Received
Budget category ‘
Leviathan Project

of which overhead income
Total

5.2. SPENDING IN AY 2024/2025

Amount in Euro
40,059
5,050
45,109

Amount in Euro

451,080
90,216
541,296

CE5036ETL
Personal expenses 59,615
Non-personal 7,433
Total 67,048

Leviathan Project
Budget category ‘
Personal expenses
Other costs
Total direct spending
Total indirect spending

. celab.ceu.edu

Amount in Euro
351,763
9,101
360,864
15,994
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